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SUBJECT: MICOMBERO INTEREST IN RELEASE OF KIDNAP VICTIMS 

1. PRESIDENT MICOMBERO PHONED ME AGAIN THIS AFTERNOON TO INQUIRE 
ABOUT PROGRESS IN EFFECTING RELEASE OF STUDENTS. I REVIEWED 
CURRENT PLAN TO USE VAGNI TO TRY TO MAKE CONTACT AND EXPLAINED 
THAT WE WERE HOLDING OFF ON ANY ACTION UNTIL MOBUTU APPROVED 
THE EFFORT. MEANTIME, WE HAD ALERTED PRIESTS ON BURUNDI SIDE 

OF LAKE TO OUR INTEREST IN ANY INFORMATION THEY MIGHT HEAR. 

2. MICOMBERO SAID THAT HE WANTED TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE, 
SINCE BURUNDI WANTED TO SEE THE STUDENTS FREED SAFELY. I TOLD 
HIM THAT WASHINGTON WAS APPRECIATIVE OF HIS PAST EXPRESSIONS 
OF SUPPORT, AND I PROMISED TO KEEP HIM UP TO DATE. 

3. HOUR LATER, WHEN EMBOFF WAS DELIVERING TO ZAIRIAN 
CHARGE YENDE THE (PRESUMABLY LINGALA) MESSAGE CONTAINED 
IN DAR 1862, YENDE SAID THAT MICOMBERO HAD JUST 

PHONED HIM TO SAY THAT BURUNDI WANTED TO DO WHATEVER IT 
COULD TO HELP RESOLVE IMPASSE. HE WOULD EVEN JOIN NYERERE AND 
MOBUTU IN MEETING ON SUBJECT. HE ASKED YENDE TO TELL THIS 
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WOULD NOT ACT UNTIL MOBUTU GAVE APPROVAL. OF COURSE, 

MICOMBERO WAS TOTALLY AGAINST GIVING ARMS TO REBELS (AS 
THEY HAD DEMANDED OF NYERERE), BUT IT WOULD SERVE AS INTERMEDIARY 
IF WANTED. MICOMBERO ALSO OFFERED SERVICES OFBURUNDI ARMY 
TO MOBUTU TO HELP MOP UP REBELS ONCE STUDENTS HAD BEEN RELEASED. 
YENDE IS TO COMMUNICATE MOBUTU'S ANSWER ONLY VIA FONMIN 
BUMAZUBUTE PERSONALLY. 

4. GIVEN MOBUTU'S COMMENT TO DEVLIN ABOUT ALLEGEDLY RAPID SHIFTS IN 
MICOMBERO'S THOUGHTS. IT DOES NOT SEEM LIKELY THAT MOBUTU'S ANSWER 
(IF ANY) WILL ENCOURAGE MICOMBERO TO ACT. HOWEVER, IT IS PROBABLY 
HELPFUL TO US TO HAVE MOBUTU NUDGED TOWARD A DECISION IN THIS CASE 
BY A MESSAGE FROM ANOTHER AFRICAN CHIEF OF STATE. MICOMBERO'S 
OFFER TO YENDE OF INTERMEDIARY SERVICE CLEARLY DID NOT REFER IN 
CONTEXT TO HIS PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT, BUT RATHER TO 

PROVISION OF FACILITIES IN BURUNDI, SUCH AS PERHAPS USE OF 

NYANZA LAC AS MEETING PLACE, WHICH WE HAD MENTIONED TO MICOMBERO 

LAST WEEK. 

5. I THINK THAT MICOMBERO IS PROBABLY SINCERE IN WANTING 
TO HELP RESOLVE THE KIDNAPPING. HOWEVER, THE CYNICAL SIDE 
OF MY NATURE CANNOT HELP SPECULATING THAT HE WOULD NOT RPT 
NOT BE AVERSE EITHER TO IMPROVING BURUNDI'S SOMEWHAT SULLIED 
IMAGE FOR HUMANITARIANISM IN THE WORLD OR TO PUTTING 

A LITTLE CREDIT IN THE BANK WITH BOTH ZAIRE AND THE U.S. 

FOR THE GESTURES OF ASSISTANCE NOW EXTENDED. 
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